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PRESIDENTIAL NEWS…Brandy Jones, 

President 
 

Spring is springing up at Villa Mykonos! 
Photo courtesy of Villa Mykonos archives 

 
Dear Fellow Owners, 
 

It is beginning to look like Spring in San Rafael where 
I live, here in Northern California. Although we need 
more rain to make up for the long drought, the 
plants and trees happily took in the recent rains, 
resulting in magnificent new blossoms.   

 
Even as Spring arrives with its renewed life, it 
saddens me to know that we have lost another dear 
friend and fellow owner, Michael E. Lawson. 
Michael was our former President, Desh Deschler’s 
partner for many years. Mere words are so 

inadequate at these times, but let me express my 
sincerest condolences and extend those of the rest 
of the Board to Desh and to Michael’s family for 
their loss—as well as to all the other owners who 
may have recently experienced the loss of a loved 
one.  
 
Desh also resigned from the Board of Directors. His 
dedication and enthusiasm for Villa Mykonos, as well 
as his organizational skills as President will be greatly 
missed.  All owners owe Desh their gratitude for all 
he has done while serving as Board President.  Thank 
you, Desh! 
 
Our Annual Owners’ Meeting was a success and 
provided opportunity for lots of fun.  We had a good 
turn out from our owners; and the weather was 
perfect.  Acting in the role of Secretary, I gave out 
door prizes that included wine baskets and other 
smaller gifts. Everyone had fun; and then we shared 
a great lunch.  
 
Based on the voting results, I was re-elected to the 
Board.  After the Owners’ Meeting, the Board met in 
executive session to determine the new slate of 
officers. The Board selected me as President. I am 
excited to continue to be on the Board and to be 
your President.   
 
My new role as President will be a little different 
from being Secretary--to say the least.  However, 
with the help of my fellow board members, I am sure 
we will continue to do all that we can to keep Villa 
Mykonos a great place to vacation. Our newest 
Board member is Dino Leonardi, who was appointed 
by the Board after Desh’s resignation. Dino will be 
serving as Board Secretary. Welcome, Dino! We look 
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forward to working with you!  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of  
the owners who attended the Annual Owners’ 
Meeting--and to extend an invitation to other 
owners who have not attended the annual meeting.  
Put the date for next year’s meeting on your 
calendar and join us on February 15, 2015.   
 
It is also great to see other owners take interest in 
serving on the Board.  Even if you do not want to run 
for an elected Board position, we are always 
interested in hearing from our owners who might 
want to volunteer to help on some aspect where you 
may have expertise, such as marketing or graphic 
design. Let us know what you can do and we will put 
you to work!  
 
I have enjoyed meeting the owners attending the 
annual meeting.  It is a great way to catch up with 
and meet other owners who I would not otherwise 
know. The Board would love to see you at the 
meetings and hear from you through emails.  It 
would be especially valuable to us to get some 
response to our newsletters. We would love to hear 
your thoughts and ideas for our “little paradise in the 
desert.” 
 
Some of you may have heard that our Chief Financial 
Officer (CFO), Dr. Lawrence (Larry) Silverman, will be 
resigning from the board in a few months. We must 
determine how to handle the many jobs that Larry 
has done for the Board and the Association as the 
CFO for the many years he has held that position. We 
will all miss him, but understand his desire to enjoy 
his many hobbies that he put on hold while serving 
on the Board—plus spending more quality time with 
his partner, Tim Johnson. Larry agreed to continue to 
assist us through the next Annual Meeting in 
February, 2015. We appreciate all the help Larry is 
willing to give so that we can operate smoothly 
during the transition. 
 
Larry, as a member of the Board--and also as a 
friend--I will miss you from our meetings. We wish 
you well in your other ventures. Now, when 
vacationing at Villa Mykonos, you will have no 
excuse to not just kick back and relax.  I know it will 

be difficult, but you may actually enjoy all that Villa  
 
Mykonos has to offer--without the need for staying 
in your unit day in and day out using your computer 
and my asking you tons of questions. Wow, what a 
concept! 
 
All owners owe Larry a tremendous debt of gratitude 
for his dedication, tireless effort, and sound fiscal 
stewardship over the nearly nineteen years he has 
devoted to Villa Mykonos as Chief Financial Officer 
and ensuring its financial solvency.  
 
As President, my goals will remain the same. I will 
continue to work with the rest of the Board and staff, 
helping to achieve the highest standards possible;  
thus ensuring that our owners and visiting guests 
have a wonderful vacation experience. I will 
continue to share my enthusiasm and progressive 
ideas with my fellow board members and with you, 
my fellow owners. I will make it a priority to seek out 
younger generations to become owners. 
 
I welcome all ideas from the ownership to help me 
in continuing to make Villa Mykonos a great place to 
vacation and to preserve and improve our common 
investment. 

 
Take care,  

Brandy 

 

                  Photo courtesy of Villa Mykonos 

archives 

 

 

“Don’t be dismayed at goodbyes, a farewell is 
necessary before you can meet again and meeting 
again, after moments or lifetimes, is certain for those 
who are friends.” – Richard Bach 
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LAST CHANCE: AFTER 23 SEASONS, 

THE PALM SPRINGS FOLLIES WILL BE 

CLOSING ON MAY 18, 2014. IF YOU 

HAVE NOT SEEN THIS AMAZING SHOW, 

ONE OF PALM SPRINGS’ MOST REVERED 

STAGE EVENTS, MAKE YOUR 

RESERVATIONS NOW AT: 

WWW.PSFOLLIES.COM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL 

UPDATE... 
Larry Silverman, MD, Chief 

Financial Officer 
 
The election at the Annual Meeting resulted in two 
things:  the re-election of incumbent Brandy Jones 
to the Board of Directors; and her new title of 
“Madame President.”  This is the first woman 
president for the Villa Mykonos Board since its 
inception in 1989.  Our thanks to all the owners who 
voted and returned the surveys.  
 
For those not at the annual meeting, Desh Deschler, 
Board President, was not able to attend as his long-
time partner, Michael Lawson, became extremely ill 
while they were visiting relatives in Oregon.  
Unfortunately, despite multiple surgeries, Michael 
did not survive.  The entire Board and staff send our 
sincere condolences to Desh and to Michael’s 
family.   
 
While Michael was in hospital, Desh realized that he 
was in for some difficult times in the future. Desh 
felt the best decision was to step down as President 
and resign from the Board of Directors. The Board 
then had to fill Desh’s vacancy.  Dino Leonardi was 
appointed for the remainder of Desh’s term of 
office, through February 14, 2016.   
 
Desh, we all extend to you our deepest sympathy.  
Just know that we all care and we will always be 
here for you. 
 
Now, back to the financial report.  We had been 
doing extremely well this fiscal year to date; that is, 
until we needed to use our reserve funds for repair 
of several unexpected items--most of which related 
to leaking tubs and plumbing—resulting in hidden 
water damage.  During remodeling of the 
bathrooms in Units 7 and 8 to repair this water 
damage, we also discovered a termite infestation in 
Building C (Units 7-10).  This will necessitate tenting 
that building for fumigation for  
 

Rental Promotion 

Continued through 

JUNE 2014 
 

 

Tell your friends and 

acquaintances they can stay 

at Villa Mykonos, too!!! 

With our Extended 
promotion, they can rent 

for 2 nights and stay a 3
rd 

night free!!!!! 
 

Owners’ Promotion 

Continued through 

JUNE 2014 
 

 

For Owner referrals 

resulting in New Owners 

purchasing an interval: The 

referring Owner and the 

New Owner will each 

receive a free week’s 

stay!!!!! 
 

http://www.psfollies.com/
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approximately $6,000 in cost. It appears Building B is 
also a target for these destructive insects.  The 
exterminators recommend all three buildings be 
tented and fumigated, at a cost of approximately 
$18,000 in reserve expenses. The work is 
“guaranteed” for an annual cost of about $675.00.  
 
This is perfect example for why we must keep our 
reserve funding levels up.  Fortunately, my loan to 
the Association is completely paid off as of March 
31, 2014.  This will make the $1,500 per month that 
was going to loan repayment available for the 
reserve and other expenses. 
 
Attendees at the annual meeting received a printed 
summary of our financial status for this fiscal year to 
date.  For those who could not attend, please see the 
financial summaries on the website in the “Owner 
Login” section.  
 
Many of you have already learned that I will be 
resigning my position as your Chief Financial Officer 
(CFO) after nearly nineteen years on the Board of 
Directors.  I can truly say that it has been a pleasure 
serving as your CFO.  I believe I have helped us get 
through the hardest of times; and set into place a 
workable reserve plan; financial spreadsheets; 
schedules; forms and other data and fiscal basics 
necessary for Board and the new CFO to continue to 
meet the goals and objectives of the ownership.  My 
hope is that our Association continues to do well.  
The most important objective to ensure the future 
success of Villa Mykonos is to get the younger LGBT 
community interested in purchasing and becoming 
part of this great endeavor. I believe the entire 
Board--now with some new, younger blood--can lead 
us through these important next few years.  The 
future of Villa Mykonos depends on it.  Good luck to 
all.  Perhaps I will finally see some of you at the 
resort.  I’ll be the one at or in the pool – not working 
in my unit or the office.  
 
As a reminder to all owners, but especially for our 
new owners, around July 1 you will receive a very 
large e-mail or regular mailing which contains: the 
previous year’s financial reports; the budget for the 
new fiscal year; the reserve fund calculations; and  

 
 
the final assessment payment that the Board of 
Directors will determine is needed for the new Fiscal 
Year (2014-2015).  
 
As part of this July mailing, you may then decide how 
you wish to pay your assessments for the fiscal year. 
The choices are: Annually (one single payment due 
on July 15th); Semi-annually (two payments: due on 
July 15th and January 15th); Quarterly (four 
payments: due on July 15th, October 15th, January 
15th, and April 15th); or Monthly, due on the 15th of 
each month.  
 
The Monthly payment option can only be used if you 
provide us with a current e-mail address and either 
set-up automatic bank payments or give us a Credit 
Card Authorization Form ensuring that we receive 
the payment by the 15th of the month.  
 
As always, please inform us of any changes to your 
addresses, telephone numbers and E-mail 
addresses.  It is important that we keep these 
records current.  Your assistance is appreciated. 
  
Happy Spring!  
--Larry 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PS: Please notify Mat Weiss or myself, if you 
experience any difficulty in making timely payments 
of your assessments. My telephone number is: (925) 
820-5049.  You may also e-mail me at  
LMS24@comcast.net or CFO@VillaMykonos.com; 
or contact Mat Weiss at 
vp.ownerrelations@villamykonos.com;  
or (760) 202-8049.

Still a few days to FILE! 
IMPORTANT 2013 TAX INFORMATION 

Owners may deduct $50.50 for payment of 
property taxes for each interval that they own at 

Villa Mykonos. 
 

Please consult your tax professional as to the 
deductibility in your own individual 

circumstances. 
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MANAGING THE VILLAS… 

Ken Jacobi, General Manager 
 

It should sound pretty familiar by now, but I cannot 
stress enough to BOOK EARLY! The new year started 
off with a bang! I already received several 
reservations for the most popular dates.  So, if you 
have a date in mind…BOOK IT NOW! 
 
This past year had to be a record for owners not 
being able to book their time when they wanted.  It 
is great to see many more owners who have not 
been to the resort in a long time making use of their 
intervals and enjoying themselves.  But, it does make 
it more difficult to make reservations than in the 
past. Remember you can book up to nine months in 
advance. Should your plans change, you can cancel, 
so long as it is at least 72 hours prior to your arrival 
date. 

 

At the Property 

Unit 7 now has two showers--the Roman tub in the 
upstairs bathroom was replaced with a large, double 
shower. Also, Unit 8’s lower bathroom shower has 
been retiled and new plumbing fixtures installed. 
These remodels are 
similar to the remodel in 
Unit 2, pictured here. 
New window glass has 
been installed in many of 
the windows for units 
along the north and east 
sides of the property to 
replace those damaged 
by lime etching from hard 
water exposure over 
time. 

 

The Calendar of Events 

has gone digital! 

Now that we are relying on the 
website more, I put a link to all the 

current event information: 
http//www.palmspringsgayinfo.com/events.php.  

 

If you have any suggestions for other items you  

 

 

 

would like to  see  on  the  website,  please  let me 
know, since we now control the website in house. 
 

On the website you can now view the 2014 
reservations calendar to see what dates might be 
available and submit a reservation request. The 
system is not foolproof, but it certainly helps to 
show what is available if you have different dates in 
mind. This is especially convenient with as busy as the 
resort has been. Once you find the dates you want, 
submit your request form. It comes to me; I confirm 
the availability; and send you a confirmation via 
email. Should a couple of requests cross, I will inform 
you of alternative dates; or you can call to discuss it 
further. Owners who have used the   Reservation 
Calendar found it to be very helpful. 
 
Have a great Spring, everyone! See you 
soon! 
--
Ken 

 
FYI 

Just a repeat of previous articles, if you ever lose or 
forget the codes for your stay (gate & lockbox), they 
are available on our website under the Owners Only 
section.  And then, for those that have forgotten the 
login formation: 
 

 

   Villa Mykonos Website 

Go to Owner Login:  
User Name: mykonos  

Password: greece 
Website Info: 
• Making Reservations 
• Unit Names & Phone # 
• Current Gate & Lockbox Codes 
• Monthly Financial Report 
• Quarterly Newletters 
• Board Meeting Minutes 
• Governing Documents 
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OWNER RELATIONS… Mat Weiss, 

Owner Relations 
Starting out on a serious note, I want to once again 
ask owners to help us take care around the pool and 
units.  We try our best to maintain the property and 
units, but it is frustrating when people still do not 
seem to take care of things.   Yes, you are on 
vacation, but all of Villa Mykonos--from the 
buildings and grounds to the silverware in the 
drawers-- is your common investment, just as if it 
were your own home and belongings. With that in 
mind, we again ask that, when you are at the pool, 
PLEASE CLOSE the UMBRELLAS 
when you leave the pool area!!   
It gets very windy in the late 
afternoon and early evening 
here in the desert.  Those winds 
wreak havoc on the open 
umbrellas.  

You may think this is trivial, but it is not. The 
umbrellas are expensive to replace and can break 
the table and chairs, too. Every dollar we have to 
spend on new umbrellas and furnishings is reflected 
in our annual assessments.  If we can each take a 
moment to be more mindful of these things, we can 
control costs and mitigate assessment increases.  
So, if you see an umbrella open and no one around 
the pool area, take a moment to close it, especially 
as it gets later in the afternoon or the wind picks 
up—or if you come home in the evening and see the 
umbrella(s) open, close them down for the night; 
and help put away items left out of their proper 
storage.  Your cooperation is most appreciated and 
will help us avoid unnecessary expense or damage. 

Another rising cost that is easily controllable is the 
use of the white bath towels for cleaning.  We have 
seen a noticeable increase in the number of white 

bath towels that are not able to 
be cleaned. They are stained 
(sometimes with make-up) or 
otherwise discolored and cannot 
be cleaned. We provide baby 
wipes in the bathroom vanities 

for make-up removal. Please do not use  

 

the white bath towels for general clean-up or to 
remove make-up. When we discover such damaged 
towels, we will now charge $6.00 per towel 
damaged on a case-by-case basis. If you need towels 
for cleaning, or for your pets, let us know. We keep 
a supply of old towels for that purpose in the 
laundry room cabinet that you can use during your 
stay. Remember any damage (e.g., broken dishes, 
glasses, or any item that requires replacement or 
extra cleaning) can be charged to owner of the 
interval –even if it was one of your guests that you 
allowed to use your week that caused the damage. 

We have repeated this last item before, but it needs 
to be mentioned again.  We occasionally receive 
inquiries from owners wanting to sell their intervals.  
We do not offer a resale program at Villa Mykonos. 
However, you can let Ken know you have an interest 
in selling your interval.  Ken keeps a list of those 
wanting to sell and will pass on your information to 
a potential buyer; and you handle it from there.  
PLEASE do not attempt to sell or dispose of your 
interval through so called “easy out” companies that 
guarantee you to be dues-free.  Many of these are 
not legitimate and you could lose the money they 
charge for their services, without making good on 
their promises. Also remember that any sale has to 
be approved by the Board before the transfer can be 
completed. 

With that said, I would like everyone to know they 
can contact me any time with any questions or 
concerns.  I am at the resort almost daily and 
available via email at 
vp.ownerrelations@villmykonos.com.  So, again, if 
you have any questions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Happy Spring Time! 

  --Mat 
 
 
 

 

 

“Successful people are always looking for 
opportunities to help others. Unsuccessful people 
are always asking, ‘What’s in it for me?’”—Brian 
Tracy 

mailto:vp.ownerrelations@villmykonos.com
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SECRETARY’S DESK… 
Dino Leonardi, Secretary 

 
Hello, everyone! I am your newly-appointed 
Secretary for the Board of Directors. I live in Los 
Angeles, California and have worked in City 
government for more than twenty-two years.  
 
During that time, I have served in various 
management positions, including service on several 
Boards and Commissions; plus volunteering for 
numerous organizations and non-profits.  
 
In my years in the public sector, I have devoted 
myself to being an advocate for others and have 
enjoyed much success through partnerships and 
fostering healthy and lasting relationships. 
 
I have strong ties to both the Los Angeles and Desert 
communities--both of which I consider home. I also 
love the outdoors and anything that has to do with 
the ocean.  
 
My goals for Villa Mykonos are for it to continue 
being a wonderful vacation getaway/haven for the 
many owners who have come to rely on it as a home 
away from home. I would also like to see the 
ownership base increase and to explore new ways 
to market Villa Mykonos to increase vacation rental 
revenues to offset further increases to our annual 
dues.  
 
I look forward to working with the Board and on 
behalf of all owners. 
--Dino 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
MARKETING…Keith Brown,VP 
Marketing 

 

 

 

We continue to experience slightly increased 
traffic on our website; although we definitely 
need more business from such traffic. There 
was a slight increase in the number of people 
who “liked” V i l la  Mykonos on Facebook to 
175 people.  We still need everyone’s help 
spreading the word about Villa Mykonos.  

 

Our trade agreement with the Gay San Diego 
publication has concluded. Because we have 
not had the response we would have liked, the 
Board decided to not renew the agreement. 
We continue to explore similar trade 
agreements for publications in other areas of 
the country. 

 

 

Planning continues for an open house to focus 
on local LGBT real estate agents and event 
planners to familiarize them with Villa 
Mykonos as a place to stay for their out-of- 
town  clients  coming  to  town. 
 
Remember, you can always submit your 
comments, questions, articles, jokes, quotes, 
et cetera, to me at: 

VP.Marketing@villamykonos.com. 
 
–  Keith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

“Nothing is impossible, the word itself says, “I’m 

possible!”” – Audrey Hepburn 

DIRECTORS & MANANGEMENT 
 

mailto:VP.Marketing@villamykonos.com
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VILLA MYKONOS 
 

67-590 Jones Road 
Cathedral City, CA 92234-6401 

Tel: 760-321-2898  Fax: 760-321-0164 
Website: www.villamykonos.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.villamykonos.com/
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CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS 

 2014 
 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2014 
 

 

RECURRING 

 College of The Desert Street Fair – (760) 636-7957 
Saturday & Sunday: Oct – May, 7am-2pm and June – September, 7am-Noon 

 Toucans Tiki Lounge – (760) 416-7584 
Two for One Drink Specials on Tuesdays & Thursdays 

 “VillageFest” –  Downtown Palm Springs on Palm Canyon Drive -  (760) 320-3781 
Every Thursdays: October – May: 6 pm – 10 pm 

June – September: 7 pm – 10 pm 

 Palm Springs Tram – (760) 325-1391 
Open Daily First tram up at 10 am — Last tram down at 9:45 pm 

 The Living Desert – (760-346-5694) 
Open Daily October 1 to May 31: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 

June 1 to September 30: 8:00 am – 1:30 pm 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 April 2-6  Dinah Shore Week 

 April 11-18  Coachella Valley Music & Arts Festival 

 April 25-28  Palm Springs White Party 

• July 12-13 Coachella Valley Music & Arts Festival 

• November 7-9  Palm Springs PRIDE 

• November 14-16  Palm Springs Leather PRIDE 
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2014 

 Annual 

Owners’ 

Meeting 

 

 

 

 


